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ALMOST

How many times have you been in an
“ALMOST” situation? Maybe you almost had a
“hole in one” in your game of golf. How many
times has your favorite ball team “almost won”?
How often have you “almost” done something only
to realize the transition from thought to action
never happened?

“l almost stopped to help that homeless per-
son.” ‘|l came very close to making that visit to a
shut-in in the congregation.” “I almost invited that
stranger who spoke to me in the check-out line at
the supermarket to worship services.”

We all have our “almost” moments. We think
about doing something, maybe even plan to do something, but then something
distracts us, or we run out of time, and it never gets done. Every time we have an
“almost” moment, we are letting an opportunity go by without acting on it.

Some of these “almost” lost opportunities are significant, others are not. It
really would not be earth-shattering to almost make that “hole in one.” It doesn’t
change our lives significantly when our ball team “almost” wins. But, there are

some other “almost’s” that are very important.

As we make our plans for 2010, we might need to
carve out some time to complete the things we have When we have
“almost” accomplished. We would do well to contem- i )
plate the time we spend for the things that cause us to an “almost
say we are “too busy.” How much time, for instance, situation this
do we spend gratifying ourselves? Is every half-hour

we spend in front of a computer really necessary? Are means that
we tempted to replace our visits and personal encoun- .
ters with other people with social networking via somethlng
“FaceBook,” or “Email”? Do we prioritize a weekly

television program above more important, meaningful, was left

difference making endeavors? These are all questions
that we need to honestly answer. unspo ken or

When we have an “almost” situation this means that undone.

something was left unspoken or undone.  “Almost”

really translates into “not quite.” “Almost” means we

have missed the mark. “Almost” means we are very

close, but not there. We have perhaps heard the expression, “Close doesn’t count
except in horseshoes.” There is a lot of truth to this adage. “Close” is not there.
“‘Almost,” is not there. Good intentions do not accomplish anything. Thinking
about doing something isn’'t the same as doing it.

As we enter into 2010 it is a good time to take inventory of all our good inten-
tions. We need to make a list of all the things we need to act upon and then make
the determination that we are going to accomplish those things. We need to re-
solve that we are not going to “almost’ do them—we are going to act on those in-
tentions. We are not going to get close, but we are actually, with God’s help, go-
ing to do the things that God places on our hearts to do. (back page)
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ALMOST......continued

One good place to start is to think about the brevity of our lives and realize that we
need to minimize the goals we “almost” met but did not quite reach. The Patriarch Job,
in answering his friend Bildad, who accused Job of wrong doing which resulted in his
suffering, replied: “Are not my few days almost over? Turn away from me so | can
have a moment's joy” (Job 10:20). Job realized that his life was almost over. It doesn’t
matter how long or short our life span may be, compared to eternity, our days are al-
most over. With this knowledge, we can change our “almost’s” into actions. Life is
brief and if we don’t prioritize our time, we will miss out on many opportunities upon
which we should act.

| cannot imagine a more tragic scene than to stand before God on judgment and re-
alize that | “almost” made it into heaven. Can you imagine someone living their life and
passing by several opportunities to obey the gospel and having to think back on the
times they “almost” acted but did not? A sadder situation is unfathomable. We won’t
be able to say to God, “I was almost baptized,” or “I almost turned away from sin in re-
pentance,” or, “l almost made things right with You.”

[1; L
AImOSt The words of a song we often sing expresses the
. folly of “almost.” “Almost cannot avail;, almost is but
WI ” not to fail....” This song is based on a story in the New

Testament when Paul preached to King Agrippa and
k¢ 1t 3% the King was almost persuaded to become a Chris-
get It done tian. Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost per-
for us as far
mentioned earlier come to mind: “Sad, sad, that bitter
wail—almost—but lost!” Paul’s response to the King
these chains.” (Acts 26:29).
“Almost” will not “get-it-done” for us as far as our
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suade me to become a Christian." (Acts 26:28) As far
as the inspired record is tells us, Agrippa never be-
came a Christian. Again the final words of the song
as our eternal

Salvat| on is classic. And Paul said, "I would to God that not only
you, but also all who hear me today, might become
iS both almost and altogether such as | am, except for
concern ed . eternal salvation is concerned. Don’'t wait until a
convenient time. It may never come. The song says,

“Doom comes at last.”
The Bible teaches, “It is appointed unto man once to die, and after this, the judg-
ment” (Hebrews 9:27). Life is a vapor; it appears for a short time and vanishes away.
We should not put off doing what we need to do in obedience to Jesus Christ. If we are

“almost” a Christian, doom will come. If we are “altogether” and completely a Christian,
heaven will be our home.

If you are reading this, the most important question you can ask yourself is this one: “Am | ready for the judgment
day?” Nothing else is as important as the answer to this question. We can “almost” do certain things in life without any
severe consequences following. But, if we do not avail ourselves of the opportunity to be saved, all of the good inten-
tions will not do us any good on the day of judgment. On one occasion a teacher of the law came to Jesus and wanted
to know of all the commandments which was the greatest. Jesus told him that to love God with the whole man and to
love one’s neighbor as he loved himself were the two greatest commandments. The teacher of the law acknowledged
that Jesus’ answer was correct. Jesus then said to this man, “You are not far from the kingdom of God” (Mark 12:34).

There are many people today who are not “far from the kingdom.” They are “almost” there. They may live good
moral lives; they may do good unto all men; they may love the Lord, and some may even attend worship services in
some church or synagogue, but they have not completely obeyed Jesus to become a Christian.

Don'’t be “almost” saved. Obey the gospel of Christ today. Believe that Jesus is the Son of God, because without
faith we cannot please God (Hebrews 11:6). Turn away from sin in repentance, because unless we repent we will perish
(Luke 13:3); confess faith in Jesus as God’s Son, because if we do not confess Him, we cannot be saved (Romans
10:9,10); and be baptized, because baptism puts us in Christ (Galatians 3:27), baptism saves us ( 1 Peter 3:21), baptism
washes away sins (Acts 22:16), and baptism is for the remission (forgiveness) of sins (Acts 2:38).

“Almost cannot avail; almost is but to fail, sad, sad, that bitter wail—almost but lost!” Don’t let these be your final
words when you stand before God in the last day. CEM
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