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WHICH LOCAL NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH
WOULD YOU HAVE JOINED?

Often people who are searching for a congregation
with which to worship regularly look for church that is
perfect. They want everything to be “just right.” They

want perfect members, perfect singing, perfect
~ preaching and teaching, perfect elders and deacons.
While we should all strive for perfection, we are not
going to achieve perfection in this life.

We strive to pattern our work and worship after the
examples of the New Testament congregations. But
have you stopped to study these congregations that
we use as examples? Have you ever asked yourself,
“Which one of these churches would | have been a
member of?” If we use the same criteria that some
use today, we would probably not be a member of any of them.

Consider the first congregation, the Jerusalem church. It had and husband and
wife as members who were liars and were struck dead because they lied. This
congregation was also showing partiality to certain widows in their distribution of
benevolence. We would probably not want to worship with folks like these.

What about the Corinthian congregation? There
were divisions among them, they were tolerating a
brother who was guilty of gross immorality, they were
taking each other to pagan courts of law to settle their
differences, they were abusing the observance of the
Lord’s Supper as well as a misuse of spiritual gifts, as
well as experiencing other challenges. We probably
would have visited this church one time, learned of all
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the internal problems and kept looking. with which to
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a church that is

We could move to Ephesus and worship with the perfeCt'

saints there. Or could we? Even though they had

some good qualities, they had left their first love. In John’s letter to them he said
they had fallen and were in danger of the lampstand (fellowship with Christ) being
removed (Revelation 3:5).

What about the brethren in Galatia? Maybe we could worship with them. But,
they had turned away from the gospel to a perverted one. This was very quickly
after the church had been established. They were becoming enslaved all over to
the traditions of Judaism and Paul felt he may have wasted his efforts on them.

If we lived back then and were looking for a perfect congregation, thus far we
would not have found it. We would have to keep looking. (back page)
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We might have considered the church at Philippi, but once we visited we would have
learned that there must have been some contention among the members because Paul
admonished them to “do everything without complaining or arguing,” (Phil. 2:14). There
were two women who were members of the congregation who could not get along and
Paul urged them to agree with each other.

Disappointed that we had not found the perfect congregation, we would have been
forced to continue our search.

We might have considered the congregation of the Colossians. It seems on the sur-
face that everything is perfect. Paul highly commends them in his letter to them. But,
wait! There is a problem! They were acting like they still belonged to the world and
Paul admonished them not to taste, handle or touch the things of the world.

Disappointed that we have not found the perfect church, we continue our search.
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The church is Sardis had a good reputation. It was Mk.16:16, Acts 2:38,
reported that they were alive, active and busy doing the work of the Lord. But, they
were really dead and were told to wake up and strengthen what was left that was about 1 Pet. 3:21
to die. Judgment was coming like a thief upon them if they did not wake up and repent.
This is not a congregation we would want to join, is it? We would probably have ignored
all the good things about this church and looked only at the bad things.

Repent—Luke 13:3

We would not have even given Laodicea a second thought. They were lukewarm. They had become self confident in
their prosperity. They had lost their sense of dependency upon God. They were blind to their true condition; they were
wretched, pitiful, poor blind and naked. We certainly could not be happy in a congregation like this.

Of course, we are not living in the 1st Century. We do not have to make a choice of any of these congregations. We
are living now. We must choose a congregation that we feel we can work with and be a part of. Just like none of the 1st
Century churches were perfect, none are perfect today. Just as these first congregations had all kinds of problems,
churches today often have problems. Just as these first congregations had members who were hypocrites, members
who were living in sin, and members who were embracing error, we will probably find churches like that today.

There are a number of things we should look for when we are searching for a home congregation. Perfection is not
one of those things. Perfect members is not one of those things. Perfect elders or deacons is not one of those things.
There are things that we need to consider when we are searching for a place to worship—things that are far more impor-
tant than some of the things we often look for.

The first thing we need to do is to look at ourselves. We must realize that we are not perfect. Since we are not per-
fect, we certainly would not fit in with a perfect church if we could find one. If a perfect congregation existed, and it
doesn’t, but if it did, they would not receive us as a member because we would mar their perfection when we became a
member.

In our next bulletin, we will look at some things we need to consider when choosing a congregation. CEM
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